e e X

counterfeit Faith

Part 1 // Luke Crawford // May 17, 2026

Most of us have encountered it at some point: people who talk about Jesus but live in ways
that feel completely opposite to him. Maybe it was hypocrisy, judgment, arrogance, or a painful
experience with someone who claimed to represent God. And when that happens, it can leave
us wondering whether faith is actually real—or just another performance. In this message,
Jesus confronts counterfeit faith head-on and invites us into something radically different:

a transformed heart marked not by self-righteousness, but by humility, grace, and love.

Scripture: Matthew 23:1-12 NLT // Matthew 11:28-30 MSG

Bottom Line: True faith doesn’t promote yourself, it points people to Jesus.

Digging In:

1. Have you ever met someone whose actions completely contradicted what they claimed
to believe? What impact did that have on you?

2. Why do behaviours like hypocrisy, judgmentalism, and pride feel especially damaging
when they come from “religious people”?

3. Read Matthew 23:1-12 together. What stands out to you most about Jesus' critique of
the Pharisees?

4. One of Jesus’ assessments is that they “don’t practice what they teach.” Why is the gap
between words and actions so destructive?

5. Luke said, “Counterfeit faith crushes people with religious demands but never lifts a
finger to help them.” Have you observed or experienced this? How so?

6. The message describes religious practice as a means of self-justification. Why do
systems of self-justification tend to cultivate either pride or shame?

7. How does the good news of Jesus liberate us from pride and shame and instead lead us
toward lives of humility and self-giving love?

8. Religion says, “l obey so that | will be accepted.” The gospel says, “l am accepted in
Christ, so | obey.” How do these two paths produce very different ends?

9. Why is it hard to truly believe that we are accepted by grace rather than performance?

10. Read Matthew 11:28-30. How does Jesus' invitation in these verses differ from the
burdens counterfeit faith places on people?
11. What would it look like for humility, grace, and love to shape your interactions and

relationships more deeply this week?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2023%3A1-12&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2011%3A28-30&version=MSG

Responding Together:
Invite everyone to sit quietly for about 30 seconds and reflect on one area where they feel
tempted to perform, pretend, or justify themselves. Then lead them in this guided prayer:

Jesus, thank you that your love for us is not based on performance. You see past
our image and into our hearts—and you still invite us close. Enable us to stop
pretending and to receive your grace honestly. Teach us humility, compassion, and
self-giving love. And help us to become the kind of people who point others to you,
not to ourselves. Amen.

Moving Forward:

This week, pay attention to where you're tempted to manage appearances instead of honestly
bringing your heart to Jesus. Ask God to reveal any places where pride, comparison, judgment,
or insecurity have quietly shaped your faith. Instead of striving to prove yourself, receive his
grace again, and look for one opportunity to extend that same grace freely to someone else.



